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Table	1.	Leading	causes	and	number	of	unintentional	child	injury	deaths,	2009.	










































































Mechanism	 Number	of	Deaths Total	Medical	Cost Total	Work	Loss	Cost
Motor	Vehicle	–	Traffic	 6,781 $56	million $8.2	billion
Drowning	 1,120 $5.7	million $1.2	billion
Suffocation	 1,047 $5.4	million $987	million
Poisoning	 729	 $3.4	million $924	million
Fire/Burn	 529	 $7.1	million $547	million



















































































Mechanism	 Number	of	ED	Visits Total	Medical	Cost Total	Work	Loss	Cost
Fall	 2,624,153 $5.0	billion $10	billion
Struck	By/Against	 1,875,890 $2.6	billion $5.2	billion
Overexertion	 799,129 $787	million $1.6	billion
Motor	Vehicle	–	Occupant	 588,689 $496	million $991	million
Cut/Pierce	 571,269 $361	million $722	million
TOTAL	 6,459,130 $9.2	billion $18.5	billion
Source:	NEISS	All	Injury	Program	(NIESS‐AIP)	from	the	Consumer	Product	Safety	Commission	(CPSC)	for	numbers	of	nonfatal	
injuries	.5	










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Legislate	and	enforce	minimum	drinking	age X	 	 	 	
Legislate	and	enforce	lower	blood	alcohol	concentration	limits	for	novice	drivers	and	
zero	tolerance	for	offenders	 X	 	 	 	
Use	appropriate	child	restraints	 X	 	 	 	
Use	motorcycle	and	bicycle	helmets	 X	 	 	 	
Reduce	speed	limits	around	school,	residential,	and	play	areas X	 	 	 	
Physical	separation	of	child	cyclists	from	other	road	users X	 	 	 	
Graduated	licensing	systems	 X	 	 	 	
Roadside	skills	and	cycle	skills	development	(6‐8	years) 	 X	 	 	
Designated	driver	programs	 	 	 X	 	
Increase	visibility	of	pedestrians	 	 	 X	 	
In‐school	instruction	on	dangers	of	drink‐driving 	 	 X	 	
School‐based	driver	education	 	 	 	 X	
Drowning	
Remove	or	cover	water	hazards	 X	 	 	 	
Isolation	fencing	(4‐sided)	around	swimming	pools X	 	 	 	
Personal	flotation	devices	 X	 	 	 	
Immediate	resuscitation	 X	 	 	 	
Lifeguards	at	swimming	areas	 	 X	 	 	
Targeted	drowning	awareness	initiatives	 	 X	 	 	
Swimming	lessons	for	children	over	5	years	 	 	 X	 	
Legislate	pool	fencing	 	 	 X	 	
Legislate	wearing	personal	flotation	devices	 	 	 X	 	
Drowning	prevention	promotion	by	physicians 	 	 X	 	
Restricted	access	to	unsafe	swimming	areas	 	 	 X	 	
Swimming	lessons	for	children	under	5	years 	 	 X	 	
Legislate	blood	alcohol	content	for	swimmers 	 	 X	 	
Prevention	campaigns	such	as	advertising	hoardings 	 	 	 X	
Burns	
Legislate	and	enforce	use	of	smoke	alarms	 X	 	 	 	
Develop	standards	for	child‐resistant	lighters X	 	 	 	
Legislate	and	enforce	hot‐water	temperature	with	public	education X	 	 	 	
Treat	patients	at	dedicated	burn	centers	 X	 	 	 	
Separate	cooking	areas	from	living	areas	 	 X	 	 	
Develop	standards	for	fire‐retardant	garments 	 X	 	 	
Ban	manufacture	and	sale	of	fireworks	 	 X	 	 	
Promote	use	of	safe	light,	heating,	and	cooking	devices 	 X	 	 	
Provide	appropriate	first	aid	for	scalds	 	 X	 	 	
Conduct	home	visitation	programs	for	at‐risk	families 	 	 X	 	
Install	residential	sprinklers	 	 	 X	 	
Distribute	smoke	alarms	(without	legislation) 	 	 X	 	




























Community‐based	interventions	 	 	 X	 	
Correct	storage	of	flammable	substances	 	 	 X	 	
Home	alterations	 	 	 X	 	
School‐based	burn	prevention	programs	 	 	 X	 	
Falls	
Multifaceted	community	programs	such	as	“Children	Can’t	Fly” X	 	 	 	
Redesign	of	nursery	furniture	and	other	products X	 	 	 	
Playground	standards	for	depth	of	surfacing	material,	height	of	equipment,	and	
maintenance	 X	 	 	 	
Legislate	use	of	window	guards	 X	 	 	 	
Use	of	stair	gates	and	guard	rails	 	 X	 	 	
Supportive	home	visitation	and	education	for	at‐risk	families 	 X	 	 	
Mass	media	campaigns	targeting	parents,	health	workers 	 X	 	 	
Appropriate	pediatric	acute	care	 	 X	 	 	
Educational	campaigns	to	raise	awareness	 	 	 X	 	
Housing	and	building	codes	 	 	 X	 	
Removing	hazards,	covering	wells	and	ditches 	 	 X	 	
Poisoning	
Remove	the	toxic	agent	 X	 	 	 	
Legislate	and	enforce	child‐resistant	packaging	of	medicines	and	poisons X	 	 	 	
Package	drugs	in	non‐lethal	quantities	 X	 	 	 	
Poison	control	centers	 X	 	 	 	
Lock	away	medicines	and	toxic	substances	 	 X	 	 	
Remove	or	regulate	availability	of	toxins	that	are	easily	mistaken	for	edible	items 	 	 X	 	
Teach	children	to	avoid	poisonous	substances 	 	 X	 	
Reduce	attractiveness	of	medications	and	poisonous	products 	 	 X	 	
Provide	home	safety	education	and	equipment 	 	 X	 	
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Appendix C: Field Experience Product: Holiday Safety Presentation 
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Appendix D: Field Experience Products: Additional Holiday Safety Materials 
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In 2013, resolve to… 
Practice heating safety. Have a family emergency plan, and check smoke and CO detectors regularly. Teach children to maintain a 
three‐foot  “kid‐free  zone”  around  any heating  equipment. Also  keep  anything  flammable  at  least  three  feet  away  from heating 
sources. Use a sturdy screen around the fireplace to prevent contact burns. Never use your oven to heat your home, and be careful 










Be  aware of  the dangers of  coin  lithium button batteries. When  swallowed,  they  cause  severe and potentially  life‐threatening 
internal  burns.  Search  the  house,  including  toys,  novelty  greeting  cards,  mini  remote  controls,  watches,  key  fobs,  calculators, 
flameless  candles,  scales, diabetes meters, and other electronics,  for  coin‐sized batteries. Secure battery  compartments  that are 
accessible without tools with strong tape, and keep these devices out of sight and reach. Keep loose batteries locked away. 
 



































Resolve to have a safe and 
happy 2013
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